COLLAPSE OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS
the aggressor and his collective punishment. It
offered arbitration and conciliation. It implored
the League to send out an impartial Commission
to ascertain such facts as Italy had disputed. All
in vain. At the request of Britain and France all
Abyssinian requests were refused or postponed
till they were overtaken by the march of events.
True, when the invasion of Abyssinia had
actually begun, the League of Nations declared
Italy an aggressor, and, after a while, a number
of Committees (of 13, 17, and other odd num-
bers) proposed a number of "sanctions", which
were supposed to hurt Italian trade. They were
solemnly voted by some fifty nations. It is rela-
tively easy to get modern governments to strangle
trade. But care was taken that the sanctions voted
should not be those that would really hurt and
would really impede Italian prosecution of the
war. It happened that Italy was peculiarly vulner-
able. Her campaign was based on abundant
supplies of oil for aeroplanes, tanks and motor
transport: but Italy produced no oil. Albania, an
Italian dependency across the Adriatic, did indeed
produce oil, but not enough. Moreover, all Italian
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